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SHAKESPERIAN AND MELO-DRAMATIC 
ACTORS, 

There are many performers who are en- 
titled to more than a second-rate place in 
high class melo-drama, in which the French 
actor Lemaitre is so powerful, who are un- 
able to maintain more than a respectable 
position in the great poetic plays which test 
the powers of a tragedian. For instance 
Mr. C. Kean in Hamlet, Macbeth, and 
Othello, is not superior to many of the mi- 
nor theatre artists whose names we need 
not refer to; but he isa skilful melo-dra- 
matic actor, and even in Sir Giles Overreach 
and Sir Edward Mortimer, he is not very 
far suppassed by his gifted father 

The American actor Scott, was a powerful 
performer, also in Sir Giles Overreach, but 
he was unable to interpret the mysteries of 
a poet. 

Melo-dramatic acting is not a contempti- 
ble thing however, and ifa man cannot ex- 
cel in Lear, and is mediocre in Shylock, he 
is quite right to do what he can. Indeed, 
the present style of writing for the stage 
scarcely amounts to the dignity of tragedy, 
scarcely for the most part, merits the name 
of poetry,—and Wife’s Secret plays are the 
ones in request at the hands of managers. 
A dismal tragedy and a style of acting like 
that of John Kemble, would not suit them 
now, There can be no doubt that halfa 
dozen tragedians are left capable of acting 
Macbeth, Cariolanus, &c.; but the deteri-- 
oration of public taste from the want of 
higher models enables second and third- 
rate actors to maintain a good if not a great 
position on the boards; besides, some of 
these performers most able in such plays as 








we have referred to, are dull and lifeless in 
modern plays. Vandenhoff almost endan- 
gered the success of his own daughter's play 
of Woman's Heart at the Haymarket by his 
inarticulate and heavy elocution. 

Phelps, were he desirous of securing his 
own fame, would seldom perform Shakespe- 
rian parts; his style is devoid of poetry 
and dignity. Yet Phelps now on the whole 
is our best and most popular actor in those 
dramas which though not great are of consi- 
derable power ; in the Bridal &c., the rough 
vigor of the leading actor of Sadler's Wells 
is unquestionable, his Melantius is almost 
faultless. 

It would be rather difficult to say at this 
time who is our first actor, one would declare, 
for C. Kean in Sir Edward Mortimer he is 
excellent ; another for Phelps, and in Beau- 
mont and Fletcher’s plays he is first-rate, or 
at least very clever ; a third, admiring the 
old school would prefer Vandenhoff, whose 
Adrastus and Creon are fine ; whilst a few 
would hesitate on the relative merits of 
Brooke, Barry Sullivan, Henry Betty, and 
Creswick. One thing is certain, that no 
man can act Othello or Macbeth well with- 
out talent, and we stake our reputation that 
for the last ten years we have not seen those 
parts acted so well as by Brooke, and H. 
Betty. 

A VETERAN. 


METROPOLITAN THEATRES, — 


HER MAJESTY’S THEATRE. 
We never remember the opera of the 

Barbiere di Siviglia so completely and so 

successfully acted as it is this season at the 
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above theatre, on the first appearance this 
season of Madlle Cruvelli in the character 
of Rosina, with Belletti as the mirthful and 
roguish barber, the great Lablache as Doc- 
ter Bartolo, and Calzolari as the count, It 
would be difficult on any operatic stage at 
the present time to produce a more efficient 
cast, and when we add that the opera went 
off with immense eclat, and that the applause 
and encores of a brilliant audience were 
more than ordinarily enthusiastic and nu- 
merous, we say in a few words nearly all 
that is necessary respecting an opera and 
artistes whose popularity is so firmly csta- 
blished. Cruvelli surpassed all her former 
efforts, and sang with extraordinary ease 
and spirit the graceful music of Rosini. She 
created a perfect furore of delight by the ex- 
quisite execution of Rode’s air, one of the 
variations of which the audience desired to 
encore a second time. The ‘ Una voce” 
was also one of the rapturously applauded 


morceaux of the opera, which she gave with | 


infinite taste and skill. Lablache absolutely 
revelled in the character of Bartolo, which 
he rendered prodigiously humourous; Bel- 
letti sang exceedingly well in the part of 
Figaro ; and Calzolari did ample justice to 
the part of the count. The principals were 
complimented with an unanimous recall on 
the fall of the curtain. 


HAY MARKET. 


On Saturday a new three act drama from 
the prolific pen of Mr. Mark Leman was 
produced, it is entitled Mind your own 
Business, the characters are very diversified 
and are capitally acted by Messrs. Webster, 
Stewart, Buckstone and Keeley and Mrs. 
Stirling is equally clever in a character ad- 
mirably well suited to her abilities, the plot 
or plots are rather intricate, nevertheless, it 
is a most amusing drama, and Mind your 
own Busiuess will have arun. We were 
pleased to see the house so full and fashion- 
ably attended. 


OLYMPIC, 


“ This house has been much fuller since 
our last notice, the pieces now playing are 
excellent, and will afford the play-goers a 
treat, the company has been greatly srength- 
ened since Easter, by the accession of Mrs. 
Walter Lacy and Miss Fielding, and the 
return of Mr. Henry Farren, The serious 


drama of Honesty is the Best Policy has 
been revived, Mr. Diddear playing Mr. 
Farren’s original character of Jacques Sin- 
cere sensibly and carefully, and Mrs. Walter 
Lacy personating Therese with great ability. 
The burlesque of the Camberwell Brothers 
has proved a hit; it is outrageously droll 
in its incidents. 
ASTLEY'S. 


An entire new spectacle has been brought 
forward, and is entitled Bonaparte in Egypt. 
The piece commences with the landing of 
Bonaparte and the French army on the 
Egyptian coast, where preparations are 
made to oppose him by the Pasha, aided by 
Mehdi, a young enthusiast, who influenced 
by some fancied inspiration from above, 
leads his countrymen against the infidels, 
but being defeated, commits suieide by throw- 





ing himself on his sword. The march of 
| the French army through the desert is re- 
| presented with excellent effect; the poison- 
| ing of the well of Enghaddi by the Pacha’s 
order, and the death of the French soldiers 
who unsuspectingly drink of its waters, is 
also a highly dramatic scene. The tablewu 
of the entree of Bonaparte through te 
Golden Gates of Cairo, accompanied by his 
victorious troops, and the final tableau of 
the battle of Aboukir are really gorgeous 
and impressive scenes, upon which the ap- 
plause of the audience was largely bestowed. 
The comic portion of the piece, is sustained 
by much humour by Miss Lydia Pearce, in 
the character of an English servant; Miss 
Clara Tellet as a Coptic girl in the service 
of the English consul; Mr. S. Smith, as 
Ben Bomshell, a jolly Jack Tar; and Mr. 
Barry as Paddy O’Crack, an Anglo-Irish 
marine. Between the fun and the splen- 
dour of the piece it is likely to have a con- 
siderable run, and to become a stock piece 
at the theatre. The scenes in the circle, 
which followed, were remarkable for their 
brilliancy, and for the daring and graceful 
feats of equitation performed by the several 
artistes, as well as for the strange drolleries 
of the Hibernian and Italian clowns, and 
the bodily flexibility of the gymnast buffoon. 


BRITANNIA SALOON, 


We have already alluded to the success 
achieved by the management in the produc- 
tion of the Sightless Tyrant of Persia; it 
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now only remains for us to speak of the 
acting, which is no less effective than the 
scenic and mechanical results therein. The 
tyranical propensities of the “ sightless 
Shah” were terribly depicted by Mr. J. 
Reynolds, who was warmly applauded for 
the vigour he infused into the part. Mr. 
C. J. Bird, as the much-wronged Achmet 
Omar, acted with sound judgment; and 
displayed throughout that gentlemanly bear- 
ing which renders his impersonations ever 
respectable. Mr. Broughton makes a 
capital stage villan ; nor does his assump- 
tion of Timur Allalee fall in any way short 
of his former efforts in that direction. Mr. 
J. B. Howe had a small part to enact, the 
diminutive nature of which was amply 
compensated for by the clever delineation 
thereof. The same remark will apply to 
Mr. Wilton and Mr. Mordaunt. The 
“comic business ” was most amusingly ren- 
dered by Mr. W. Rogers, (who is re-en- 
gaged here), Mr. C. Rice, and Mrs. S. 
Lane; all three were in a right merry 
mood, and at times convulsed the audience 
Mrs. B. Ware, Mrs. Atkinson, and Mrs. 
Yarnold, sustained the respective characters 
assigned to them in a praise-worthy manner, 
each being rewarded with a due share of 
public applause. Mr. W. Smith and Madlle. 
Celeste Stephan continue to afford consider- 
gratification to the lovers of “ twinkling 
feet ;’’ nor are we surprised at this, both 
are exceedingly clever. 


MARYLEBONE. 


Mr. J. R. Anderson is engaged here for 
afew nights. Hitherto we regret to say 
the theatre has been but indifferently atten- 
ded, but this great and spirited novelty will 
no doubt produce a corresponding re-action 
in favor of the establishment. We would 
gently hint to the manager the disagreeable 
fact that his play bills are the worst printed 
of any in London, and would strongly re- 
commend him to improve in this respect, 
that for the future at least “all who run 
may read.” 

QUEEN’S. 

This beutiful little theatre continues to 
receive its full share of public patronage 
and well merits the high estimation in which 
it is held. Mr. Stanfield James’s new play 
will we understand be produced almost im- 
mediately and with all the usual great judg- 











ment and ability displayed by the clever 
lessee. 
CITY OF LONDON. 


The winter season may be defined, we 
presume, as rapidly approaching its termi- 
nation. Mr. Nelson Lee took his benefit 
last evening, and Mr. Austin Lee announces 
his annual night for Tuesday, 11th of May, 
upon which occasion a host of “ stars”’ will 
appear, including Mr. 'T. Lee, the celebrated 
Trish comedian, and Mr, E. Green, the 
stage-manager of the Queen’s, together 
with several other justly popular ladies and 
gentlemen, whose united abilities, in con- 
junction with the esteem in which Mr. A. 
Lee is held cannot fail to attract a most 
numerous and respectable audience. Dur- 
ing the past week Mr. and Mrs. E. F. 
Saville have been acting nightly with the 
most rapturous applause in the piece called 
Minnigrey ; and their clever little daughter, 
Miss Harriet Saville, together with Miss 
Downing and Miss Ranoe, also appear to 
very great advantage, and really act ex- 
tremely well. 


STANDARD. 


The attractive nature of the entertain- 
ments provided at this popular theatre con- 
tinue to draw overflowing audiences ; 
nevertheless Mr. Douglas the ever active 
proprietor always on the look out for agree- 
able novelty, announces an almost endless 
succession of new pieces and fresh engage- 
ments for this and the ensuing week. Amid 
the latter may be mentioned that of Mr. H. 
Rignold so popular an actor of nautical 
parts at the eastern portion of the metropo- 
lis, who appears’ on Monday next, in con- 
junction with Mr. Douglas in an entirely 
new drama. Mrs. R. Honner and Mr. 
Lyon have been gaining ‘ golden opinions ”’ 
during the past week in the new drama. 
On Tuesday, Mr. Lyon took his benefit. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 
J. YouneG is thanked for his communication. 


ScruTaToR.—We feel obliged by his good 
wishes, and know full well the many errors 
he points out; to remedy the evil is by no 
means an easy task, We would ask our 
friend if his tailor or shoemaker always obey 
his instructions? If they do it is more thaa 
printers are in the habit of doing. Perhaps 
Scrutator can inform us of oné who will. 
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J. Fry.—The Journal is forwarded weekly, ac- 
cording tothe address sent. 

B. W. W.—We shall look dver the M.S. and 

give it our best consideiation. 


NOTICE TO AMATEURS. 
The Editor of the Theatrical Journal, 
anxious to promote the steady improvement 


of Amateurs, and willing to afford such of | 


them as are capable, an opportuninty of ap- 
pearing in public, by trying their mettle on 
the boards of a regular theatre, purposes, in 
the course of the ensuing month, giving an 
entertainment at either Sadler’s Wells or 
the Strand Theatre. The performances to 
consist of a five act play, followed by a 
comedy or light pieces, according to arrange- 
ment. 

The Editor will be open to the accep- 
tance of the characters separately, or col- 
lectively by aclub. Being actuated only 
by the desire to afford the means for dis- 
playing talent that has hitherto been hid 
from the general play-goer, the following 
scale has been determined on :— 


For the five-act play, the entire 
characters to be supported by one 
Society (including printing expenses) £6 0 0 
For the remainder of the evening, 
whether occupied by farces, comedy, 
be we te Ee 


Performance to commence at }-past Six. 


These sums to be paid prior to the per- 
formance, on an evening specially named 
in a subsequent Journal, when the Editor 
or one of his literary friends will attend, 
and tickets will be given to all parts of the 
theatre to twice the amount paid. An 
arrangement which he thinks will give 
universal satisfaction. 

The Editor reserves to himself the filling 
of the female parts, assuring all those gen- 
tlemen who feel a wish to enter upon the 
scheme, that the best rising talent shall be 
engaged to support them. Much injury has 
been done to amateur performances by 
the distribution of these characters to 
parties unqualified. 

All communications respecting this an- 
nouncement to be addressed 

To the Editor 
of the Theatrical Journal, 


113, Fleet Street. 
Performance. 


Amateur ‘i 
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| POETS, DRAMATISTS, AND NOVELISTS, 


A poet, of imagination only, will never 
make a good dramatist. and if a man with- 
out imaginative genius, write a tragedy, it 

| can only be a clever piece of mechanical in- 
genuity, without the living elements of 
dramatic power. 

Poetry is essential to the true ideal drama ; 
but it must be the poetry of passion. This 

is the most difficult, and the rarest of 
| achievements ; it is emphatically the merit 
_of Shakespeare, and not the merit of above 
\a dozen poets of England. 

| We do not believe that even Ford, Beau- 
|mont and Fletcher, Massinger and Ben 
| Johnson were great poets, at all events they 

were inferior to Shelley and Beddoes, and 
| little above Horne, Watkins, Leigh Hunt, 
&c. Marston and Talfourd are perhaps 
the finest dramatic poets alive who have 
succeeded as writers for the stage, and we 
have no hesitation in asserting that the 
poetry of “ Ion and the Partrician’s Daugh- 
ter” will bear the test of comparison with 
that of the plays of the poets above named, 
except Shakespeare’s, but a certain vitality, 
breadth, and rapidity of incident raise the 
dramas of the Elizabethian writers to a 
higher acting value, which however, their 
grossness mars. 

In the novel, other qualities are demanded 
than in the drama, and the very means of 
success in the one case would militate 
against the chances of popularity in the 
other. Popularity however, is not the only 
test of merit, or Lovell would rank above 
Marston. Knowles’s novels are vastly in- 
ferior to his plays; Bulwer’s novels are 
far better than his dramatic writings. 





Those who have tried both forms of com- 
position are aware of the peculiarities of 
structure and the working up of the plot 
which would escape the mere reader or 
spectator. 

The condensation of the drama is’ its 
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chief difficulty when a° good plot has been 
decided on, but in the novel there is a cer- 
tain portion of diffuseness indispensable. In 
the intellectual drama, also the melo-dra- 
matic interest of fiction is dispensed with, 
and the evolution of character is the prin- 
cipal object. This requires the poetry of 
passion for its illustration. 

The late George Stephen, a man with 
some drmatic power but no indiscretion, 
spent a life in the vain pursuit of dramatic 
fame. He mistook the nature of the drama 
entirely, and imagined it susceptible of that 
which is opsosed to its very essence ; even 


Horne has made mistakes of a similar kind, | 


but Horne is much superior to Stevens, in- 
deed on the whole he is equal to any unac- 
ted dramatist we have. May the time be 
not for distant when, a new impulse being 
communicated to the drama, those who de- 
sire to live in the records of theatrical 
success, may feel their talent powers a- 
wakened by the era of higher sympathies 
and desires. 








AMATEUR THEATRICALS. 








SOHO THEATRE. 


The “ Western Dramatic Society” played 
A New Way to Pay Old Debts and His 
First Champagne, on Thursday last. The 
house was fully and fashionably attended, 
and the way the first piece was represented 
did great credit to these gentlemen. We 
have seldom seen a character so accurately 
conceived by an amateur as Sir Giles Over- 
reach was by Mr. Lewis. Lady Allworth 
and Margaret were very weakly supported 
by Mrs. Newberry and Miss Seymour. Of 
His First Champagne, we should have 
liked more life in Captain Smith, more 
character in Terence O’Conolly, and less 
vulgarity in Richard Watt. Mr. Harrison 
may put some of this on the author’s 
shoulder, but before so respectable an 
audience, he might have had the good 
sense to make omissions. Mr. Kingdom's 
Horatio Craven was extremely well sustained 
also the Glump of Mr. Felton and the 
Mr. Morton, of Mr. Edwards. Harriet 
Bygrove and Emily Horton were very 
carefully played by Misses Seymour and 
Williams, and Mary Grub was vividly 
pictured by Miss Lewis. 





—=== —S—. 





GOUGH STREET. 

We purposely avoided noticing the per- 
formance of Hamlet on Thursday se’night 
because it contained scarcely a redeeming 
quality, andin the hope that on the following 
Tuesday, the members, by their perform- 
ance of Money, would give us a more 
pleasurable task. Disappointment, how- 
ever, was our doom, for never did we see 
Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton more ill-treated. 
If the members do not take more pains in 
future than they have done on the last two 
occasions, they will have great difficulty to 
get an audience together, and instead of 
being greeted with favour, will become an 
object of ridicule. It is but just, however, 
to make exemption in favour of Mr. Mur- 
ford, who, through the inattention of his 
friends was compelled, at a moment’s notice, 
to perform two parts in one play. 





THEATRICAL MORTALITY. 


It is a lamentable fact, that in little more 
than ten years, the dramatic world has ex- 
perienced an awful decrease in its numbers. 
Many of its brightest ornaments have 
‘“‘ shuffled off this mortal coil,” and a cor- 
respondent, who signs himself a ‘‘ Constant 
Playgoer,” furnishes us with a melancholy 
catalogue, by which it appears that the 
stage has suffered in a greater ratio than 
any other business or profession whatever. 

Amongst the lessees and managers who 
have been summoned to their “last call,” 
we enumerate Ducrow, the popular eques- 
trian manager at Astley’s Amphitheatre ; 
G. B. Davidge, the not less popular man- 
ager of the Royal Surrey Theatre; David 
Morris, the proprietor and manager of the 
Theatre Royal, Haymarket; Frederick 
Yates, of the Adelphi; D. W. Osbaldiston, 
of the Victoria Theatre ; Davenport, of the 
Royal Olympic; John Bond Ratcliffe, of 
the Norwich; E. Yarnold, of the Pavilion ; 
J. R. Cochester, of the Rochester Theatre ; 
Trotter, of the Kent Circuit; and Wilson, 
senr., of the York Circuit. 

Amongst authors the mortality has been 
still more frightful. We miss Morton, the 
author of Speed the Plough; Kenny, the 
author of Raising the Wind; Beazley, the 
author of Jy He Jealous? Raymond, the 
author of Robert the Devil; R. B. Peake, 
the author of the Climbing Boy; John 
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Haines, the author of the Wizard of the 
Wave; Gerald Griffin, the author of 
Gisippus ; George Stephen, the author of 
Martinezzi; Howard Payn, the author of 
Brutus ; W. L. Read, the author the Rake’s 
Progress ; Thomas Haynes Bayley, the 
author of the Spitalfield’s Weaver; Pocock, 
the author of the Miller and his Men, &c. ; 
Of musical composers, in one little twelve- 
month, the grim tyrant swept away three 
of its brightest specimens, viz.—Parry, the 
Welch composer, Alexander Lee, and 
George Herbert; and these close upon 
the heels of Augustus Wade, Tom Cooke, 
and others, 

Amongst tragedians may be put down 
the names of Archer, Fredericks, ‘Ternan, 
Nantz, Graham, J. P. Wade, Hudson 
Kirby, and Williams ; but the mortality in 
this line of the profession is as nothing com- 
pared with those who sustained that walk in 
the drama called low comedy, viz.—poor 
Tom Buckingham, of Vauxhall Gardens ; 
W. J. Hammond, of the Strand Theatre; 
Sam Vale, of the Surrey; John Gardner, 
of the City of London; W. Smith, of the 
Surrey; W. H. Williams, of Sadler’s 
Wells; Oxberry, of the Lyceum; Mun- 
yard, of the Adelphi; Paul, of the Olympic ; 
Edward Fitzwilliam, of the Surrey ; Ross, 
of the Haymarket; Latham, of the Vic- 
toria; and John Herbert of the same 
theatre. Amongts the light comedians 
may be mentioned Richard Jones, Alfred 
Forester, Wrench, Abbot, Mercer, Thorn- 
ton, Green, &c. The representatives of 
what are called “‘old men,” have been cut 
off more suddenly than any other members 
of the “sock and buskin,” viz :—Hollings- 


worth, Turnour, Strickland, Griffiths, Ay- | 


liffe, Elliott, Ggerton, Chapman, Saker, 
Gattie, Williams, Loveday, Chippendale, 
&c. Melo-dramatic actors :—E. Edwards, 
Harding, George Maynard, G. H. Law- 
rence, Norman, Palmer, Holland, Blake, 
I. S. Smith, A. Y. Broadfoot, H. Baker, 
W. Shoord, Dry, Wood, &c. Celebrated 
pantomimic actors :—George Wieland, W. 
D. Bradfoot, Barnes, Blanchard, jun., 
Fuller, Stilt, Elsgood, Hawkins, Bol na, 
Giroun, Hawkins, Paulo, J. Hill, J. 8. 
Grimaldi, &c., &e. Amongst vocalists :— 
Wilson, the celebrated Seotch ballad singer, 
Dureset, Charles Horn, Pearman, Isaacs, 


Hunt, Beckwith, Maddison, &c. &c. 
Whilst Jastly, amongst the fair sex, we have 
to deplore the loss of Mrs. Glover, Mrs. 
Waylett, Mrs. W. Clifford, Mrs. Honey, 
Miss Murray, Mrs. Bartley, Mrs. Grattan, 
Mrs, W. Vining, Mrs. Harlowe, Miss Rose 
Henry, Mrs. H. Hughes, Mrs. W. H. 
Payne, Mrs. Stickney, Miss Sydney, Miss 
Ayres, Mrs. John Howard, &c., &c. 





THEATRICALS IN CALIFORNIA. 


Our accounts from “land of gold” have 
been hitherto very favourable towards the- 
atricals ; subsequen t advices, however, tell 
asad tale. A letter dated San Francisco, 
Feb. 13, says :—‘ The theatres are compa- 
ratively deserted; those actors who are on 
the way will curse the countrv, and long 
for home. The country is now poor, and a 
dollar looks as large here as it does in Boston ; 
many are working for their board and lodg- 
ing. The theatres are not doing a paying 
business.” Another letter has the follow- 
ing :—* There is no more chance for actors 
or actresses to make money here; it is all 
over ; they would do better to stay where 
they are. There are only two theatres open 
now. Salaries are cut down, and theatres 
are going down. Theatrical excitement is 
all over. People are getting prudent, and 
take care of their money. There are many 
people out of engagements here.” Looking 
on the dark side of the picture, we certainly 
anticipate a brighter day for the drama in 
this far distant country. 


PROVINCIALS. 


MANCHESTER—THEATRE Roya. — During 
the past week, Miss Helen Faucit has appeared 
| on each successive night in the new drama of 
Adrienne Lecouvreur, The acting of Miss Faucit 
is very fine, and tells well upon her hearers, 
Mr, James Brown is very good as Michount, so 
also is Mrs. Gordon as the Princess de Bourtion. 
Mr. Swinbourn is too stiffand monotorous, Mr, 
George J. Vining is very'good in the character 
of the Abbe de Chazeuill, The house ,has been 
tolerably well attended, 











QuBEN’s THEATRE.—The Corsican Brothers 
are still the rage at this theatre, though we are 
sorry to say it has been played to very poor 
houses, but it is one of those claptrap pieces 
which blooms for a day and then withers and 
| sinks into oblivion, The acting is very good and 
| we may mention in particular that of Mr. ©, 
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Horsman, Mr. R. F, Smith, Mr. G. Preston and 
Mrs. H. Leigh, all of whom we may speak in 
terms of the highest praise ; with such a com- 
pany as there is at present the house onght to 
be crowded every night. 


Free TRADE HAtt.—The hippodrome is do- 
ing wonders. Each night this mammoth esta- 
bllshment is” crowded by very fashionable 
audiences to witness the performan:es of Mr. 
Mc Collum, Master Leon Soullier, the boy Rider, 
who is exceedingly clever; also the wonderful 
posturing of Mr. Divanni the ‘‘ boneless man,” 
whose performance is trnly wonderful, unless 
we knew to the contrary, we might very easily 4 
suppose (from his dress &c)., him to be a ‘gen- 
tleman whose acquaintance we would rather 
avoid than otherwise. We are sorry to say 
that the company ,close their campaign this 
week, 

LIVETPOOL,—THEATRE RoyAL,.— The Amphi- 
theatre being taken possession of for t:e night, 
by the raging lion of the anti-popish cheque, for 
a peep into the “ doings’’ at the stock-in-trade 
of the amphitheatre, was consigned to this 
housse for Tuesday evening, when the most 
gorgeous repast of the season was dished 
up. The Stranger sustained by Davenport, and 
Miss Vining; then followed the immortaljTim 
Bobbin (pantomime) with its innumerable pretty 
eflects, tricks, transformetions, &c. Surely such 
attraction as this cannot go wnrewarded. 


RoYAL AMPHITHEATRE.—The perrormances 
of the past week have been of a similar caste to 
the preceeding week, vizi—The Corsicun Bro- 
thers, and pretty ballet of Vol au Vent. The 
singing in the musical farce of Rosina was but 
very indifferent ; but the scenery, particularly 
the village and cornfiield displayed the ability 
of Mr. Dearlive. On Monday evening, ‘Mr. 
Davenport the American tragedian in conjunc- 
tion with Miss Fanny Vining, made their ap- 
pearance in Sheridan Knowles’s beantiful and 
effective play of the Wife, in which they acquit- 
ted themselves with good taste, as ‘Julian St, 
Pierre, and Mariana. 


OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX 








Cremorne GARDvENS,—Al! that energy and 
enterprise: can’ effect is being done by Mr. 
Simpson to render this resort even more attrac- 
tive than during the memorable season of 1851. 
Artists of every kind are busily employed upon 
the property ; the entrance King’s-road is being 
made equal in beauty with that facing the 
Thames, and it is expected, should the weather 
prove propitious, that the hotel and grounds 
will be thrown open to the public for promenade 
and refreshment on the 2nd,of May, and on 
the 1]th the regular season will commence. 


ee 


Tue WELLINGTON CAMPAIGNS,—The beanti- 
ful historical panorama of ‘The Wellington 
Campaigns in India, Portugal, and Spain, con- 
cluding with the memorable battle of Waterloo,’’ 
which was so much patronised last year, was 
re-open on Monday, at the Gallery of Ilustra- 
tion, Regent Street. The hours of exhibition 
will be three o’clock in the afternoon, and eight 
o’clock in the evening. 

Mapame CE #sTE has been doing wonders at 
New Orleans, but was prevented performing for 
a short time from severe indisposition. 

Mr. Rocers, of the Strand Theatre, has en- 
tered into an engagement with Mr. Webster for 
the Adelphi Theatre, and will shortly appear at 
that establishment. 

Vauxuatt —A grand ballet company will be 
introduced on the stage of the Rotunda Theatre 
during the ensuing season, and the circle will 
be done away with, 





‘THE PRIEST OUTWITTED. 
( Recited by Mr. Bartlett at his Entertainments. ) 





A little boy, of mongrel breed, 

The fruit of protestant and catholic seed, 

To Mother’s church an inclination had— 

But Father, unto mass would force the lad ; 

Yet still, the boy to church on Sunday stole, 

And evidenced a wish to save his soul. 

At length, one Sunday morn, it came to pass, © 

The Father dragged the struggling boy to mass; 

The zealous Papist helped to force him in, 

And begged the Priest to pardon all his sin ; 

‘“*No, by the mass,” quoth the Priest, “we 
cannot biess 

Nor pardon, till the culprit first confess.” 

** Well,” says the boy, ‘* suppose I’m willing, 

“‘ What is your charge? ’”’ quoth the Priest, “ I'll 
charge you but a shilling ; 

“Must all men pay, and all men make cones- 
sion?”’ 

“Yes, every one of a Catholic profession.” 

‘And who do you confess to?’’ asked the boy, 

“Why the Dean,” replied the Priest. ‘Does the 

Dean charge you ? ’—“ Yes, above thirteen.” 

‘And do your Deans confess?’’ ‘*Yes, boy, 
they do, 

Confess to Bishops—and pay smartly too; ”’ 

*€ Do Bishops Sir, confess, I'pray to whem.?’’ 

“Why, they confess and. pay the Pope of 
Rome.” 

‘¢ Well,” says the boy, “ this is mighty odd, 

But does the Pope confess ?'’ “Oh yes, to.God.” 

“And does God charge the Pope?” ‘“No,’” 
quoth the priest, 

“God. charges nothing.”’ “Oh! then,” saith 
the boy, “‘ God’s the best, 

He is able to forgive, and always willing; 

I shall therefore confess to God, and suve my 














shilling.” 
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Mr. Sinccair.—This gentleman, whose ballad 
singing can never be forgotten, is in perfect 
health, and sings with all his accustomed taste. 
We hear that he will open the Tivoli Gardens 
at Margate as heretofore. 

Royar Visit TO THE PRINCESS’s.—Her Ma- 
jesty and his Royal Highness Prince Albert, 
accompanied by his Serene Highness Prince 
Leopold of Saxe Cobourg, and attended by the 
Countess of Desart, Earl Talbot, Lord Colville, 
Colonel F. H. Seymour, honoued the Princess’s 
Theatre with their presence on Monday se’night. 

Mr. Barry SuLLivan has left the Haymar- 
ket to fulfil his provincial engagements, 

Miss Heten Favcir has been performing to 
good houses at the Theatre Royal, Manchester. 

Mr. James Anverson, late of Drury Lane, 
goes to the Marylebone Theatre for a limited 
number of nights. 

Mrs, BrouHAM.—The friends and supporters 
of this lady ,in New York, intends giving her a 
complimentary benefit before she embarks for 
England, to testify their appreciation of her 
talent as an actress, Mr, Forrest and Mr. Gus- 
tavus Brooke will lend their assistance on the 
occasion. 

A little pamphlet has been brought out by our 
Publisher, ¢Collins,* Fleet-street, entitled The 
Book of the Stage. It isa most useful document, 
and will give a thorongh knowledge of acting, 
dressing, rehearsals, and how country engage- 
ments may be obtained, &c. 


ADVERTISE 


MENTS. 











ISTORICAL AND INSTRUCTIVE AD- 
DITION. — Magnificent Group of the 
Queens of Henry VIII., the most touching 
subje ‘t in British History, showing the splen- 
did jewellery and costumes of the period; also 
the great Russian Giant, Loushkin, 8 feet 5 high. 
“This is one of the best sights in the metro- 
polis.”"—The Times. Madame TUSSAUD and 
SON’S EXHIBITION, Bazaar, Baker Street, 
Portman Square. Open from Eleven till Ten. 
Admission |s, ; Napoleon’s Room and Chamber 
of Horrors, 6d, 


ABINET THEATRE LIVERPOOL ST., 
Kine’s Cross, “The Cabinet Society of 
Dramatic Amateurs,’’ late * Western Dramatic 
Society.” 
Sole Manager—Edwd. Fredk. St. Clair, 
50, Copenhagen Street West, Islington. 


NOTICE. Ladies and Gentlemen of the 
“- Western Dramatic Institution,” lately held in 
Seymour Street, Euston Square, and Theatrical 
Amateurs generally, are respectfully informed 
that the Rehearsals, Performances, &c , will in 
future be enacted in the Cabinet Theatre, King's 
Cross, 

It is also decided that the Society under my 





management be recognised as ‘The Cabinet 
Society of Dramatic Amateurs, 

Ladies and Gentlemen desirous of becoming 
Members of this Institution are invited to apply 
personally, every Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday Evenings, from 7 till 10 o’clock, at 
50, Copenhagen Street West, Islington; if by 
letter inclosing a stamp. 

In Rehearsal—1HE HONEYMOON—DON 
CAEZAR De BAZAN—VENICE PRESERVED 
—CHARLES II—LOVE’S SACRIFICE—THE 
STRANGER — THE HUNCHBACK — MY 
POLL AND MY PARTNER JOE—and the 
Farce of A ROLAND FOR AN OLIVER, 
HAMLET will be produced shortly. 

N.B.—An opportunity will shortly present 
itself for Ladies and gentlemen intending to 
enter the Theatrical Profession, as Mr. St 
Clair proposes engaging a Licensed Theatre, 
and opening it with a company selected from 
the most talented members of his society, 
Apply immediately. 


CASINO DE VENISE, 218, High Hotsorn. 
This most Commodious, Elegant, and comfortably 
appointed Ball Room is Open every Evening. 
Mr. W. M. Packer’s celebrated Band, com- 
prising the following distinguished professors, 
viz. :—Messrs. Zerbini, E. C Frewin, T. Field, 
Chinery, T. E. Thompson, C. Marriott, W. H. 
Barrett, John Cruft, W. Griffiths, George 
Taylor, Chapman, R. Kimber, Jones, W. White, 
F. Berrington, R. S. Rockstro, Whitehead, 
Joseph Tyler, James Tyler, Luke Berrington, 
E. B. Erlam, J. Thomas, Chas, Thomas, Josh. 
Thompson, &c. &c., will perform all the new 
and favourite Dance Music, by every composer 
(native and foreign) of repute; including those 
of Labitzky, Bosisio, Coote, Tinney, D’Albert, 
Jullien, J. B. Zerbini, H. Oakey, T. Browne, E. 
C. Frewen, T. Baker, Montgomery, W. Guernsey, 
Pilodo, Wallerstein, J M. Jolly, Koenig, Marschan, 
Ernesto, &c. &c.; commencing each evening 
with a GRAND OVERTURE by one of the 
following composers :—Rossini, Weber, Auber, 
Balfe, &c. Musical director and conductor— 
Mr. W. M. Packer. Master’s of the ceremonies 
—Messrs. Giovannelli, Wood, and Henry Mott, 
The picture galleries, divan and balconies, 
command a complete view of the ball-room. 
Doors open at half-past Seven and close at 








Twelve. Admission 1s. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Three Months ......ssese eve seesee One Shilling 





Six Months ... «++ Two Shillings. 
Twelve Months... -..+-++eee Four Shillings. 
Published every Wednesday Afternoon at 4 o'clock for 
the Proprietor, by 8S. Y. Collins, 113, Fleet-street, to be had 
of Vickers, Holywell-street; J. Allen, Warwick-lane ; 
Harris, Blackfriars-road ; Scales, 195, Shoreditch; and all 
Booksellers and Newsvendors. 
Manchester, J. Heywood, 170, Deansgate: Birm'nrhom, 
W. Pratt, 82, Digbeth; J. E. Forsyth, 24, Scotland Place, 
Liverpool, To be had by order in anylof the Provincial 





Towns, 
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